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This is Elizabeth Eckford. She was 
15 years old. She was going to a 
new school.

This is Elizabeth Eckford. She was 
15 years old. She was going to a 
new school.
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Before this, there was a school for 
white students and a school for Black 
students. This was called segregation.

Before this, there was a school for 
white students and a school for Black 
students. This was called segregation.
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There was a rule that Black and 
white students were not allowed to 
go to school together. 

There was a rule that Black and 
white students were not allowed to 
go to school together. 
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Some people did not want her at 
their school. They did not like a new 
rule that let her go.

Some people did not want her at 
their school. They did not like a new 
rule that let her go.
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Elizabeth had courage. She 
wanted to learn. She wanted to 
make new friends.

Elizabeth had courage. She 
wanted to learn. She wanted to 
make new friends.
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Elizabeth was not alone. Eight 
other students went too. They 
were called the Little Rock Nine.

Elizabeth was not alone. Eight 
other students went too. They 
were called the Little Rock Nine.



St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

When Elizabeth got to school, 
she could not get in. 

When Elizabeth got to school, 
she could not get in. 
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People shouted mean words at her. 

People shouted mean words at her. 
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She was supposed to meet her friends. 
But they did not come. She was alone. 

She was supposed to meet her friends. 
But they did not come. She was alone. 
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She was scared, but she walked tall, 
She did not cry, she did not run. 
Elizabeth had courage. 

She was scared, but she walked tall, 
She did not cry, she did not run. 
Elizabeth had courage. 
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A kind woman helped her to the bus. 
The next day, she tried again.

A kind woman helped her to the bus. 
The next day, she tried again.
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Her friends were with her. 
People still said mean things. 
But Elizabeth did not give up. 
Elizabeth finished the school year.

Her friends were with her. 
People still said mean things. 
But Elizabeth did not give up. 
Elizabeth finished the school year.



St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

St
ap

le
 h

er
e

Her courage helped make sure 
that all students are able to go to 
school together.

Her courage helped make sure 
that all students are able to go to 
school together.
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Courage is a civic virtue. Courage is doing good 
things, even when it is hard or scary. 

Courage is a civic virtue. Courage is doing good 
things, even when it is hard or scary. 

Draw and write about a time you saw courage. 

Draw and write about a time you saw courage. 

Courage is

Courage is


