
Does the Threat of Terrorism Justify 
Increased Surveillance?

Claim A Issue on the Table Claim B
Summarize this argument in one sentence, 
using your own words:

Select and record the sentence(s) that best 
demonstrates the historian’s argument:

Does the threat of terrorist activity justify 
the increase in surveillance in the post-9/11 
world, or does such surveillance unduly 
infringe upon individual civil liberties?

Summarize this argument in one sentence, 
using your own words:

Select and record the sentence(s) that best 
demonstrates the historian’s argument:

Compare the two arguments. To what 
extent do these claims support or oppose 
each other?

Questions:
1.	 Which argument do you find more convincing? Explain what evidence led you to this point of  view.

2.	 List at least two primary sources that would provide additional context to help you evaluate the arguments presented in this point-counterpoint.

3.	 Explain how this debate highlights the impact 9/11 had on domestic security and civil liberties in the United States.


